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you know how it built up its export trade ? The effort led to
the famine of 1926-28. In those days only agricultural products
could be exported. Large quantities of wheat was spared for
export by reducing bread rations almost to the starvation level.
That had to be done because otherwise essential necessities
could not be imported, agricultural machinery, for example. If
it is permissible for the Soviet Union to have an export trade
even by putting people to great hardships and privations, why
should Britain be called imperialist for the same practice, even
though she had to do so to get food for nine, months in the
year? Even in a socialist world, Britain would not produce
enough wheat; other countries would require industrial goods ;:
there would be mutual exchange. But we are still far from that
Utopia, living in a world where trade remains competitive.
The Soviet Union also has entered the competitive world
market. It is nothing worse than the impulse of self-preservatioa
which compels Britain to seek export trade.
Let us think and talk like real Socialists. We are looking
forward to an integrated world economy. Because of the pecu-
liarities of the country, Britain grew as the workshop of the
world. It is long since she has lost that monopolist position.
Yet, even now she can manufacture goods required by other
countries where those goods cannot be easily produced. What
is the harm if Britain supplied those countries with manufac-
tured articles in return for food and raw materials? Is it neces-
sary to destroy the workshops of Britain in order to build them
up again in other countries, so as to allow the workers of those
countries the privilege of wading through the sea of blood and
tears of early capitalist production? Why not let the British
workers send you the things you need and you supply them in
return the food they need, provided that it can be spared ? If
such a mutually beneficial exchang'e is not possible between
India and Britain, the latter will have to find other directions
of export trade. Is it really so difficult to think in practical
socialist terms? It seems that in reality there are not two
psychoses: they are two facets of the self-same psychosis. The
Communist psychosis is only an expression of the nationalist
psychosis. I tell you, there is no Communism in the world
today : Communism has become the most extreme form of